EPIDEMICS — CHOLERA   AND   MALARIA
houses, and all we want to know is which houses to go
into."
After much persuasion he shows us the first house. It
is all shut up, and there is no sound but a faint wailing
within. They will not open the door—it might be the devil
knocking and waiting to claim another victim. So we have
to force it open and go inside. It is a smaH house, con-
sisting, as do most houses in South Travancore, of a tiny
courtyard surrounded by four small verandas. Under one
the rice is kept in a large box—but this year the box is
empty. Under another is the entrance to two small rooms,
6 feet by 8 ; on the other there sits, wailing and rocking
to and fro, the old granny. That bundle by her side is
her youngest grandchild. Her son stands by, a spade in
'his hand, with tears in his eyes and anguish on his face,
ready to go out and dig the grave of his only boy who
six hours ago was a cheery little chap ; but where is the
patient ? " In there/' he tells us, a break in his voice and
a tear trickling down his cheek. We bend down and go
in at the low door, and there is his poor wife, pinched and
emaciated, terror and pain on her face. She is too dazed
to realize the loss of her little boy; for she herself has
got to fight for her own life, quickly ebbing out with the
awful vomiting and diarrhoea, which take every drop of
moisture from the body and leave the flesh shrivelled and
"the blood so thick that it will hardly flow. We are just
in time. She still has a pulse, and hastily scrubbing up,
we are able to make a little fire of dead leaves and heat
our kettle of saline. Soon we have fixed the tube in a
vein and the thick blood is being diluted and made to flow;
for she is to have four pints of salt solution. It takes rather
long, but in ten minutes the pulse is stronger, and in ten
more she is looking about, and when we are done she is
sitting up, with a good pulse, the danger past for a time
at any rate. A little bottle of medicine is then produced,
and we give her a dose and tell the old granny how to
carry on.
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